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Russian Literature and Thought from the Enlightenment to Realism

Course Advisors: Dr Alexander Etkind, Dr Aileen Kelly (on leave)

This paper focuses on the Russian nineteenth century, though covers a broader cultural epoch which spans from the “Golden Age” of the Russian Empire to the “Silver Age” of the pre-revolutionary era. The successes and failures of the 20th century Russian revolutions were conceived in the 19th century. No period had greater importance for the development of Russian language, culture, politics, and even geography.  This period was also seminal for the development of instructive, unusual, and often extreme ideas of power and justice, of the ideals of humanity, of love and death.  Most importantly for this course, the Russian nineteenth century was the cradle of some of the greatest masterpieces of world literature, in prose and in verse. Great authors of this period, such as Alexander Pushkin and Lev Tolstoy, have been admired and scrutinized by many generations of readers, scholars, and students. 

This paper offers the chance to tackle literary texts of different kinds (novels, poetry, drama, short stories, non-fiction essays) and to exercise different modes of critical enquiry (cultural history, narrative theory, literary criticism, history of ideas). Students are required to read a specific, carefully selected set of primary texts (two major novels and a number of shorter texts) in Russian. Students are also encouraged to read the 19th century Russian novels by Turgenev, Goncharov, Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy in translation. The paper consists of three parts: A. Set Texts (Pushkin’s Evgenii Onegin  and Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina); B. Topics in Intellectual History; C. Topics in Literary History.

The Syllabus

Close reading of two set texts (Pushkin’s Evgenii Onegin  and Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina) provide the foundation for the course. In addition, a list of thematic topics covers the full range of the century's cultural adventures. Topics available this year include the following: 

1. Religion, Enlightenment, and the Quest for National Identity

2. Imagining the People, Going to the People

3. Utopia, Apocalypse, and Revolution

4. Narrators, Characters, and Other Elements of Literary Theory

5. Emperors, Impostors, Authors

6. Marginality and Madness
7. Men, Women, Love, and Death

The Examination

The paper is divided into three sections, and all Candidates must answer three questions. Part II candidates must answer one question from Section A (the set texts), one question from Section B and one question from Section C. In the examination, Section A will include either a commentary or an essay question for each text; Section B and C will offer essay questions, and most questions will require you to answer on two or more texts by two or more authors.

Teaching

You should also expect 10 supervisions over the year. In addition to supervisions, there will be a series of classes on each of the set texts, where students will have the chance to discuss critical approaches to the texts, and analyse sections of them in detail. The “topical” lectures are designed to provide a general background for the course, and it is therefore intended that all lectures will be useful to all students, regardless of the topics upon which they have chosen to focus. There will be 20 Lectures: 3 on each set text, 14 on topics.

.Readings.

The reading materials for this course consists of three parts. The course will entail close reading and thorough analysis of two Set Novels, Pushkin’s Evgenii Onegin  and Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina. Students are expected to read these novels in Russian, to be aware of the scholarly literature which illuminates these novels, and to write a commentary on an excerpt from one of these texts in the examination paper.  Several Theoretical Topics reflect dimensions of Russian literary and intellectual history from the late-18th century Enlightenment to the early 20th century turmoil. Each topic unfolds in the Assigned Texts which will be discussed in students’ essays and in the “topical” supervision sessions. These texts, mostly short stories, pieces of poetry, or critical/philosophical essays, will be also read in Russian. Secondary literature which is recommended to each topic will help students to master the contemporary approaches to texts and history. In the examination paper students are supposed to demonstrate their knowledge of two Set Novels; the shorter texts assigned for Topical Supervisions; some of the secondary sources; and  some of the major novels of their choice that they read in translation.
Primary and secondary texts are set out below, organised according to Section and Topic. Although extensive, the list is not exhaustive, and you may wish to extend your reading in different directions on the advice of your supervisor. The General Reading List should work as a structured guide to this enormously rich period.

Section A, Set Novels 

Alexander Pushkin, Evgenii Onegin (1833)

Basic Secondary Sources:

Briggs, A. D. P., Aleksandr Pushkin: ‘Eugene Onegin’, (Cambridge, 1992)

William Mills Todd III, Eugene Onegin: “Life’s Novel”, in Literature  and Society in the Age of Pushkin, ed. by  William Mills Todd III (Cambridge, Mass., 1986)

T.J.Binyon, Pushkin. A Biography (London 2003)

Advanced Secondary Sources: 

Vladimir Nabokov (transl., introd. and commentary), Eugene Onegin: A Novel in Verse by Aleksandr Pushkin, 4 vols. (London, 1964) 
Юрий Лотман, Роман Пушкина “Евгений Онегин” (комментарии). Ленинград 1983. 

S.Dalton-Brown, Puskhin’s Evgenii Onegin (Bristol 1997).

Olga Peter Hasty, Pushkin’s Tatiana. (University of Wisconsin Press 1999)

Абрам Терц (Андрей Синявский), Прогулки с Пушкиным (Лондон 1975)

Caryl Emerson, Tatiana, in: A Plot of Her Own. Female Protagonist in Russian Literature, ed. Sona Hoisington (Evanston 1995) 6-20.

J. Douglas Clayton Ice and Flame. Aleksandr Pushkin’s ‘Eugene Onegin’  (Toronto 1985)

Irina Reyfman, Ritualized Violence Russian Style: The Duel in Russian Culture and Literature. Stanford 1999 
Lev Tolstoi, Anna Karenina (1875-77)

Basic Secondary Sources:

Vladimir Nabokov, Anna Karenin, in his: Lectures on Russian Literature (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London and Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York, 1981)
Barbara Lonnqvist, “Anna Karenina,” in The Cambridge Companion to Tolstoy, ed. by Donna Tussing Orwin (Cambridge 2002)

Thorlby, Anthony, Anna Karenina (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge and New York, 1987)
Advanced Secondary Sources:

Bloom, Harold (ed.), Leo Tolstoy's ‘Anna Karenina’ (New York, 1987)

Eikhenbaum, Boris, Tolstoi in the Seventies, trans. Albert Kaspin (Ardis, Ann Arbor, 1982)
Amy Mandelker, Framing Anna Karenina: Tolstoy, the Woman Question, and the Victorian Novel (Columbus 1993)

Vladimir Alexandrov, Limits to Interpretation. The Meanings of Anna Karenina (Wisconsin 2004)

Olga Matich, Erotic Utopia. The Decadent Imagination in Russia’s Fin de Siecle (Wisconsin 2005), ch.1. 

Irina Paperno, Suicide As a Cultural Institution in Dostoevsky's Russia (Cornell University Press 1998)

Section B: Topics in the Russian Thought

Topic 1. Religion and the Quest for National Identity
Чаадаев, Первое философическое письмо (1836) http://www.philosophy.ru/library/chaad/lettr/chaad1.html
Тютчев, Эти бедные селенья (1855)
http://feb-web.ru/feb/tyutchev/texts/tss/tss-1911.htm
Лермонтов, Родина (1841)

http://feb-web.ru/feb/lermont/texts/lerm04/vol01/l41-460-.htm
Тургенев, Касьян с красивой мечи (1852)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/1204/p.9/index.html
Некрасов, “Влас” (1855)

http://az.lib.ru/n/nekrasow_n_a/text_0010.shtml#55
Толстой, Отец Сергий (1898)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/8/p.1/index.html
http://www.stihi-rus.ru/1/Belyiy/80.htm
Андрей Белый, “Родина” (1908) and “Родине” (1917) 
http://www.stihi-rus.ru/1/Belyiy/79.htm
Блок, “Русь” (1906) and “Грешить бесстыдно, беспробудно” (1914)

http://www.litera.ru:8080/stixiya/authors/blok/ty-i-vo.html
http://www.aai.ee/~vladislav/poesia/rus/poets/Blok.html#10
Secondary:

Christofer David Ely, This Meager Nature: Landscape and National Identity in Imperial Russia (Northern Illinois 2002)

selections from the Slavophiles in M. Raeff, ed., Russian Intellectual

History, an Anthology (Sussex, 1983)

Walicki, A., The Slavophile Controversy (Oxford, 1975)

Topic 2. Imagining the People, Going to the People

Радищев, Вышний Волочок (из Путешествия из Петербурга в Москву) (1790)

http://www.rvb.ru/18vek/radishchev/01text/vol_1/03prose/021.htm?start=16&length=1
Грибоедов, Загородная поездка (1826)

http://feb-web.ru/feb/griboed/TEXTS/FOM88/STA88_ZP.htm
Пушкин, Сказки (1822-34)

http://magister.msk.ru/library/pushkin/poetry/skazky.htm
Тургенев, Хорь и Калиныч (1852)

http://www.serann.ru/t/t547_0.html
Некрасов, Кому на Руси жить хорошо (1866-1881)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/13/index.html
Горький, На плотах (1895)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/501/p.1/index.html
Андрей Белый, Серебряный голубь (1909)
http://az.lib.ru/b/belyj_a/text_0032.shtml
Secondary:

Abbott Gleason. Young Russia. The Genesis of Russian Radicalism in the 1860s. (New York 1980.)

Venturi, Franco, Roots of Revolution
Cathy A. Frierson, Peasant Icons. Representations of Rural People in Late Nineteenth-Century Russia (New York 1993)

Topic 3. Utopia, Apocalypse, and Revolution

Радищев, Спасская полесть (из Путешествия из Петербурга в Москву) (1790)

http://www.rvb.ru/18vek/radishchev/01text/vol_1/03prose/021.htm?start=6&length=1
Чернышевский, Четвертый сон Веры Павловны (из Что делать?) (1863)

Достоевский, Записки из подполья (1864)

http://www.rvb.ru/dostoevski/01text/vol4/24.htm
Владимир Соловьев, Повесть об антихристе (из Три разговора) (1898)

http://www.krotov.info/library/s/solov_vl/10_193.html
Брюсов, Последний день (1903) and Конь блед (1903)

http://www.litera.ru/stixiya/authors/bryusov/ulica-byla-kak.html
Савинков, Конь бледный (1909)

http://www.hrono.ru/libris/lib_s/kon_bl.html
Irina Paperno, Chernyshevsky and the Age of Realism (Stanford, 1988)

Gary Saul Morson, Narrative and Freedom (Yale 1996)

David Bethea, The Shape of Apocalypse in Modern Russian Fiction, Princeton 1989

Aileen Kelly, Views from the Other Shore : Essays on Herzen, Chekhov, and Bakhtin (Yale 1999)

Section C. Topics in Russian Literary History

Topic 1. Narrators, Characters, and Other Elements of Literary Theory

Пушкин, Выстрел (1830)

http://www.rvb.ru/pushkin/01text/06prose/01prose/0858.htm
Гоголь, “Шинель” (1839)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/980/p.1/index.html
Достоевский, Крокодил (1864) 

http://ilibrary.ru/text/68/p.1/index.html
Толстой, Холстомер (1885)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/1008/p.1/index.html
Hans Bertens, Literary Theory. The Basics (London 2001)

Mikhail Bakhtin, Problems of Dostoevsky’s Poetics (Minnesota 1982) Chapter 1.

Donald Fanger, Influence and Tradition in the Russian Novel, in The Russian Novel from Pushkin to Pasternak, ed. by John Garrard (Yale 1983)

Борис Эйхенбаум, “Как сделана Шинель Гоголя,” http://www.opojaz.ru/manifests/kaksdelana.html

Вольф Шмидт, Нарратология (Москва 2003)

Topic 2. Enlightenment, Marginality, and Madness

Грибоедов, Горе от ума (1824)

http://az.lib.ru/g/griboedow_a_s/text_0010.shtml
Гоголь, Записки сумасшедшего  (1834)

http://public-library.narod.ru/Gogol.Nikolai/zapiskis.html
Пушкин, “Не дай мне Бог сойти с ума” (1833)

http://www.rvb.ru/pushkin/01text/01versus/0423_36/1833/0591.htm
Gary Rosenshield, Pushkin and the Genres of Madness (Madison 2003)

Simon Karlinsky, The Sexual Labyrinth of Nikolai Gogol (Chicago 1992)

Stephen Baehr, “Is Moscow Burning? Fire in Griboedov’s Woe from Wit,” in Russian Subjects. Empire, Nation, and the Culture of the Silver Age. Ed. By Monica Greenleaf (Northwestern 1998)

Topic 3. Emperors, Impostors, Authors
Державин, Фелица (1782)

http://www.rvb.ru/18vek/derzhavin/01text/017.htm
Радищев, Спасская Полесть (из Путешествия из Петербурга в Москву) (1790)

http://www.rvb.ru/18vek/radishchev/01text/vol_1/03prose/021.htm?start=6&length=1
Пушкин, Борис Годунов (1825)

Пушкин, Капитанская дочка (1836)

Гоголь, Ревизор (1835)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/473/p.1/index.html
Edward Said, Orientalism (New York 1978) ch.1

Stephanie Sandler, Distant pleasures: Alexander Pushkin and the writing of exile (Stanford 1989)

Donald Fanger, The Creation of Nikolai Gogol' (Harvard 1979)
Harsha Ram, “Russian Poetry and Imperial Sublime”, in Russian Subjects. Empire, Nation, and the Culture of the Silver Age. Ed. By Monica Greenleaf (Northwestern 1998)

Topic 4. Men, Women, Love, and Death
Карамзин, Марфа Посадница (1803)

http://ilibrary.ru/text/1483/p.1/index.html
Лермонтов, Демон (1839)

http://www.lib.ru/LITRA/LERMONTOW/demon.txt
Островский, Гроза (1859)

Чехов, Чайка (1895)

Толстой, Дьявол  (1889)

http://az.lib.ru/t/tolstoj_lew_nikolaewich/text_0140.shtml
Блок, Незнакомка (1907)
http://www.litera.ru:8080/stixiya/authors/blok/po-vecheram-nad.html
Rene Girard. Deceit, Desire, and the Novel. Self and Other in Literature (Baltimore 1965), ch.1.

Barbara Heldt, “Gender”, in The Cambridge Companion to the Classic Russian Novel
Gender and Russian Literature: New Perspectives (Cambridge 1996)

General Reading List

Reference Sources

Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, A History of Russia, 5th edition (New York 1993)

Martin Malia, Russia Through Western Eyes (Harvard 1999)

Reference Guide to Russian Literature, ed. by Neil Cornwell (London 1998)

The Cambridge Companion to the Classic Russian Novel, ed. by Malcolm V. Jones and Robin Feuer Miller (Cambridge 1998)

Orlando Figes. Natasha’s Dance. A Cultural History of Russia. (London 2002)

Steven G. Marx, How Russia Shaped the Modern World (Princeton 2003)

Walter G. Moss, Russia in the Age of Alexander II, Tolstoy and Dostoevsky (London 2002)
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